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Topics to understand… 

1. Long-term and immediate causes of the Great Depression. 

2. Effects of the Great Depression on Americans’ lives. 

3. Causes and effects of the Dust Bowl. 

4. President Herbert Hoover’s response to the Depression and the views that Americans had about his response. 

5. Goals of the Bonus Army, President Hoover’s response to it, and the reaction of the American people.  

6. Differences between Roosevelt’s and Hoover’s views in 1932 election. 

7. Importance of President Franklin Roosevelt’s “First 100 Days” and his promise of a “New Deal.”  

8. Importance of F.D.R.’s “fireside chats” and how they affected Americans during the Great Depression. 

9. Specific actions / laws passed by Roosevelt as part of his New Deal (“Three R’s” and specific programs for each). 

10. Specific arguments made by Americans supporting and opposing Roosevelt’s New Deal programs. 

11. Reasons for, reactions to, and result of Roosevelt’s court packing plan during the Great Depression. 
 

Terms to know… 
 

Black Tuesday October 29, 1929:  The day the stock market crashed, signaling the start of the Great Depression.   

Great Depression The worst period of economic decline in the United States, beginning in 1929 and ending in 1941. 

stocks Shares of ownership in a corporation 

On margin 
Buyers of stocks on margin pay only part of the cost of the stock when they make the purchase.  
They borrow the rest from their stockbrokers 

Bankrupt Unable to pay debt 

Dust Bowl Region in the central Great Plains where giant dust storms occurred in the 1930s 

New Deal Name given to a group of laws passed by Roosevelt to help the nation with the Great Depression 

Relief Programs Government programs intended to give temporary help for people suffering during depression 

Recovery Programs Government programs intended to help the nation get out of depression 

Reform Programs Government programs intended to help prevent or minimize any future economic crisis 

soup kitchens Places where the hungry could get a free meal 

public works Projects built with government money (taxes) for public use. 

Hoovervilles Group of shacks in which many homeless lived during the Great Depression 

Bonus An additional sum of money 

Bonus Army WWI veterans who marched to Washington in 1931 to demand immediate payment of a WWI bonus 

Hundred Days The first one hundred days of FDR’s presidency where 15 major new laws were passed 

Bank Holiday 
Closing of banks for four days during the Great Depression for the government to see which banks 
could pay back its depositors 

Fireside Chats Radio speeches given by President Franklin D. Roosevelt (FDR) while in office 

pension Sum of money paid to people on a regular basis after they retire 

Social Security Act 
A 1935 law that set up a system of pensions for older people and set up the nation’s first system of 
unemployment insurance 

Court Packing Attempt by President Roosevelt to increase the number of judges on the Supreme Court 
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